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Message From the Superintendent 
 The CR Report is a publication created          

exclusively for the Caesar Rodney community.  

For questions or comments, please contact  

Community Relations Specialist  

Dave Chambers at:   

david.chambers@cr.k12.de.us  

What’s Happening? 
 

Board of Education Meetings: 
March 20 - Fifer Middle  7pm 

April 26 - Postlethwait Middle  6pm 

May 15 - Star Hill Elementary  7pm 
 

Special Events:  
March 14 - CRHS College/Career Fair  6pm-8pm 

March 29 - Elementary Chorus Festival @ CRHS  1pm 

May 14 - CRHS Honor Cord Reception  6pm 

May 25 - Charlton Pre-K/K Graduation  9:30am 

June 1 - Charlton Graduation  5:30pm 

June 2 - CRHS Graduation  10am 
  
School Closings:  
March 19 - In-Service Day 

March 30 to April 6 - Spring Break 

April 13 - In-Service Day 

May 28 - Memorial Day  

Visit www.crk12.org for info!  

 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

Visit Facebook and LIKE 

            “Caesar Rodney School District”  
 

Follow us on Twitter! 
 

Visit Twitter and FOLLOW        

“CaesarRodneyRiders”  
 

Follow us on Instagram! 
Visit Instagram and FOLLOW        

“CaesarRodneyRiders”  
 

Subscribe to our 
YouTube channel! 

Visit YouTube and SUBSCRIBE 

“Caesar Rodney School District”  

   This winter, the Caesar Rodney School District  

unfortunately lost a friend.  Dr. Neil Postlethwait, 

who served as superintendent from 1961-67 and then 

from 1971-89, passed away after a long illness.   

More than anyone else, Dr. Postlethwait shaped the 

Caesar Rodney School District into what it is today.   

The standard of excellence and the sense of ‘Rider 

Pride’ that he instilled in all of us will continue to be 

his legacy. 
    

   I want to inform 

our community 

that we have taken  

precautionary 

steps when       

addressing the flu 

– unfortunately it 

hasn’t run its 

course.  Students 

have been taught 

the proper way to 

cough and sneeze – and the importance of  

washing their hands.   Our custodians have spent  

evenings disinfecting classrooms and they are 

constantly disinfecting high traffic areas.  More  

information can be found on our website.     
 

      I want to pay tribute to our wrestling team and 

their winning the dual meet state championship for 

the first time since 2014.    Destiny Bailey-Perkins – 

repeated as indoor long jump champion, the CRHS 

boy’s swim team won the Henlopen Conference 

Championship and coach Maureen Van Orman was 

once again recognized by the conference as the  

outstanding boys coach.    I also want to congratulate 

all of our athletes who have signed letters of  

commitment over the last two months and all of our 

seniors who have received their college acceptance 

letters. 
 

   I’d also like to recognize our Immersion students 

on their performance at the Chinese Cultural Arts 

Festival in February and I want to thank the parents 

for giving up their long weekend so that their       

children could participate.   Happy Chinese New 

Year ! 
 

   Let’s have a safe and happy Spring.  Go Riders!  

 

Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald, Superintendent 



 

Allen Frear Elementary School named  
2017 Delaware Dept. of Education 

Recognition School 

 

 

   The Delaware Department of Education named fifteen schools as “2017 Recognition Schools” in January during a 

ceremony held at Allen Frear Elementary School.   Each school will receive an $8,000 award.   Two of the fifteen 

were also designated as “National Title I Distinguished Schools” chosen for exceptional performance.   Frear was one 

of two!  Delaware Secretary of Education Dr. Susan Bunting was on hand to present the awards.  
 

      “We are incredibly honored to be the recipient of the Distinguished National Title I Award at Allen Frear. This is a 

direct reflection of the dedication our school community devotes to student success.  At Allen Frear, our students are 

champions of learning, our teachers are champions of teaching and we all work together, with our school community, 

to be champions in support of one another. Together, we make a difference.”  said Frear principal Julie Lavender.  
 

    Recognition School awards were created by legislation in 2009.  The awards are given to schools whose students 

are performing at an exceptionally high level, particularly those schools with large percentages of students coming 

from low-income households and to schools that have succeeded in closing the achievement gap for students such as       

low-income students, students from  minority groups and students with disabilities. National Title I Distinguished 

Schools are Title I schools  that met national criteria and have not been Title I Distinguished school awardees in the 

past two years.    Outstanding job, Frear!  

“I congratulate the students, educators and families whose hard 

work and support led to these achievements.  We must learn from 

what is working well in these buildings and replicate these  

successes across our state.”                

    - Delaware Secretary of Education Dr. Susan Bunting  

Schools like W. Reily Brown that received state awards 
in 2016 and continued to qualify for Recognition 
School distinction in 2017 are named Schools of  

Continued Excellence to recognize their  sustained 
accomplishments.  Brown will be eligible for funds 
again next year if they meet the Recognition School 

qualifications.   Great job, Brown!  

Frear principal Julie Lavender, left, and Brown      

principal Dr. Susan Frampton on stage at Allen Frear 

Elementary with Dr. Susan Bunting 

 Students and staff from Allen Frear Elementary School pose on stage at their 

school with CR Superintendent Dr. Fitzgerald and Sec. Bunting as they receive 

their National Distinguished Title I School/Recognition School 2017 banner. 



 

 

W. B. Simpson Breaks World Record!  

Six hundred W. B. Simpson ice pop fans can’t be wrong.   

ONE FOR THE RECORD BOOKS 
 

   W. B. Simpson Elementary School held their Family 

STEM Night January 31st and it’s theme was  

“W.B. Simpson's Believe It Or Not”.  
 

   It was a night full of fun STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)   

challenges.  Anything from robotics to magnets.   

From Lego building to electricity.  Simpson had it all.  

And...believe it or not, the school also broke a world record 

that night.  “Most People Eating Ice Pops At One Time”.   
 

  600 people enjoyed an ice pop, more than doubling the 

old record.   Official witnesses were there to document the 

event for the Guinness Book of World Records and the 

school’s achievement should appear in the next edition.     
 

   “It is amazing what you can accomplish when the school 

community comes together.  If we can break a world record 

then, together, we can do anything.”  remarked Simpson 

principal Michael Kijowski after the event.   
 

   Simpson staffers also attempted to break the world record 

for “Most Stuffed Animals Caught While Blindfolded In 

One Minute” and “Most M&Ms Eaten With Chopsticks 

While Blindfolded In One Minute”.   
 

   Great job, Simpson!  Way to go, Rider Family!  

 

 

 

 

CRHS AF JROTC Aces Inspection 
“EXCEEDS STANDARDS” 

 

   Regional Director, CMSgt (Retired) Bruce Kenney visited 

Caesar Rodney High School on January 3rd to inspect the 

JROTC cadets.   Before the inspection, CRHS JROTC    

instructors Col. Mitch Berger and Master Sgt. Jay Wedel 

gathered the cadets together in the school’s LGI where 

corps commander Paige Raymond, bottom left, led a short     

briefing for CMSgt Kenney.  
 

   She was assisted by deputy corps commander Lucas 

Knack, operations squadron commander Noah Janssen,  

logistics squadron commander Tylin Martin and support 

squadron commander Ayanna Watkins.  
 

   The cadets then were individually inspected by CMSgt 

Kenney in the school gymnasium where afterwards they 

performed a short drill sequence.  CMSgt Kenney later met 

with principal Dr. Sherry Kijowski and Col. Berger later to 

give them the corps' grade - “Exceeds Standards”.   

The grade makes the cadets eligible to be designated a 

“Distinguished Unit with Merit” when the list comes out in 

May.  That puts them in the top 10% of all 900 units  

worldwide.    Go Rider ROTC!  

Rider ROTC cadets march during January’s inspection. 

 Watch our video on 



 

 

Del-One Opens New Branch...at CRHS!  

AND YOU CAN BANK ON IT 
 

   Del-One President & CEO Dion Williams and his team cut 

the ribbon February 8th on the doors of its newest branch.   

The new branch is called “Del-One in Rider Country” and its 

inside CRHS!   
 

   All Caesar Rodney High School students and staff can now 

do their banking on-site during lunch hours.  Located in the 

Rider Cafe, students can now open checking and savings  

accounts, make deposits and withdrawals, staff can make 

payments on car loans, etc.   
 

   Under Del-One supervision, CRHS business and marketing 

students earn credit by working in the bank as tellers.  The 

branch was the brainchild of Del-One director of innovation 

Horacio Garcia-Korosec, a 2007 CRHS grad, bottom left.  

He met with CRHS principal Dr. Sherry Kijowski last year 

and the two them conceived the project. 
 

   During the ribbon in February, CRSD Superintendent      

Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald spoke of the remarkable opportunities 

the new branch has given CRHS students to begin to learn 

about fiscal responsibility.    
 

   “Del-One in Rider Country is a unique partnership between 

CR High School and Del-One Federal Credit Union.  We are 

excited about students empowering other students at CRHS to 

be financially literate and manage their bank accounts.” said 

CRHS principal Dr. Sherry Kijowski after the ribbon cutting.  

The inaugural tellers are, top row, l to r, Anas Mahmoud, 

Tim Spence and David Huff.  Bottom row, l to r,  

Lorenzo Andaya, Amiyah Ortiz, Patricia Bryan and  

Taylor Alexander. All CRHS senior marketing students. 

100th Day of School at Star Hill 

Go Riders! 

CENTENNIAL  
CENTENARIANS 

 

   February 9th was the one hundredth day  

of school at Caesar Rodney School District! 
 

   At schools across the country, it’s become 

a tradition for students to dress like they are 

100 years old on the 100th day of school.  
 

   Star Hill Elementary School second  

graders were very creative with their  

centennial day wardrobes this year. 
 

   Youngsters with canes & spectacles, 

moustaches & beards, old sweaters & pearls 

and grey hair & suspenders could be found 

in many CR schools that day. 
 

   “We're all 100 days smarter!” is the motto 

around the district on the one hundredth day 

and by the looks of these costumes at Star 

Hill Elementary, we’d agree.     

 

Star Hill Elementary School students in costume on the 100th day of school. 



 

 

CRHS DECA Award Winners 
RIDERS WIN BIG AT  
DECA CONFERENCE 

 

   Caesar Rodney High School marketing students competed in 

events during the 2018 State Career Development Conference 

on February 1 at Dover Downs Hotel and Conference Center. 
  

   The CR Rider marketing team took home more awards than 

any other Delaware school and had thirty out of thirty-three 

students place in events.  
 

  CRHS marketing teacher Darrell “Chip” Sams also received 

the 2017 Advisor of the Year award in only his third year of     

teaching!  Outstanding! 

CRHS marketing teacher Chip Sams was named 

 DECA Advisor of the Year in February. 

 Welch Living History Museum 
HISTORY COMES ALIVE 

AT WELCH 
 

  The King of Rock and Roll, the first man on the moon, 

a beloved civil rights leader, Mickey Mouse’s father 

and even Marvel Comics’ Stan “The Man” Lee (making 

his usual cameo appearance) were all at Welch  

Elementary School on March 1st.   
 

  Creating their own costumes, fifth grade students 

posed as famous figures from history inside the school  

gymnasium for the annual Welch Living History  

Museum. 
 

  Throughout the morning, younger students stopped by 

the gym and could interact with the historical heroes 

and learn a little lesson on their legendary lives.   
 

   “Our fifth grade students do a fantastic job of  

bringing to life important figures in history.  Our whole 

school gets to experience talking with individuals who 

have made some form of historical significance to the 

world.  What a great way to engage our students in the 

learning process.” said Welch principal Jason Payne  
 

  Awesome job on the costumes, Welch!   

   

Elvis Presley Neil Armstrong 

Pablo Picasso 

Jim Henson General George S. Patton 

Judy Garland 

Michael Jordan 



 
 CRHS Brew & Gold Spinoff at Charlton 

START YOUR DAY WITH 

THOMAS-JAY 
 

   One day back in December at exactly 

8:15am, Charlton School student Thomas-Jay 

Paskey-Thompson, 15, clocked into “work”.  
 

   Under supervision from Charlton teacher 

Mindy Beck, Thomas-Jay is one of a handful 

Charlton students who are getting cool  

on-the-job training at the school working for 

the new spin-off of CRHS' Brew & Gold Cafe. 
 

   Thomas-Jay was responsible for filling   

 several coffee and tea orders from staff   

members that morning.  After brewing coffee 

and filling cups, Thomas-Jay took the school's 

Brew & Gold Cafe cart around to classrooms 

and offices delivering their orders.  
 

   On top of all of his responsibilities,  

Thomas-Jay has a special kind of customer 

service found only at CR Brew & Gold Cafes.    

Great job Thomas-Jay and Ms. Beck!  Charlton School student Thomas-Jay  

Paskey-Thompson delivers coffee with a smile. 

 

Valentine’s Day Visitors at Brown 

..AND BINGO IS ITS NAMEO! 
 

   Residents of Dover Place visited W. Reily 

Brown Elementary School on February 14th to 

celebrate Valentine's Day with members of the 

Brown Student Lighthouse.  
 

   The school provided colorful cookies, cupcakes 

and gumdrops for their guests and the students 

provided entertainment via a game....and  

Valentine's Day Bingo was its nameo.  
 

   The Brown students and Dover Place residents 

played several rounds using heart-shaped  

Valentines Day candies as Bingo chips.  As the 

morning went along, both residents and students 

won a few games each but it all came down to the 

final round when one resident suggested a “cover 

all” round.  The winner had to fill their card with 

candy hearts.     
 

    Fun was had by all. Great job, Brown! Thanks 

to the residents of Dover Place for their visit.  



 

Frear Black History Month Celebration  
REV. MOORE IS KING  

 

   Allen Frear Elementary held a Black History 

Month assembly on February 20th and the  

featured guest was Rev. John G. Moore Sr. of 

Calvary Baptist Church who delighted the   

students with speeches from Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. as well as a quick history less on Dr.   

King’s life and career. 
 

  “Great time today speaking to over 700     

students and staff at Allen Frear Elementary 

School of the Caesar Rodney School District in 

Camden for their Black History Month        

Program.   The kids were so courteous,        

inquisitive and attentive and the Q&A session 

was amazing for such young students.   I am 

overflowing with Rider Pride!”  remarked Rev. 

Moore on his Facebook page afterwards.    
 

   Thank you for your visit Rev. Moore and we 

look forward to your next visit to one of our 

schools.    

 
 

 Watch our video on 

 

Stokes Black History Month Celebration  
THE JACKSON FIVE LIVE!  

 

   Nellie H. Stokes Elementary School held a 

Black History Assembly Wednesday, February 

28th and it had one heck of a closing act. 
 

   Students Jazlyn Patterson and Aidan Sriponsai 

starred as two students inside a wax museum. 

There they come across wax figures of African-

American legends like George Washington 

Carver (portrayed by Alexandria Cacopardo), 

Judge Thurgood Marshall (Cayden Wilson), 

Madam C. J. Walker (Aniya McDowell),  

Frederick Douglass (Ashton Wyatt) and Bessie 

Coleman (Desiree Burris) which come to life and 

explain a little about their famous lives.  
 

   The students also came across Rock and Roll 

Hall of Famers The Jackson Five (Ja’Laiya 

Cephas, Amie Wiley, Mrs. Ganc, Mrs. Wyatt and 

Dr. Stevens) and they lip-synched their 1970 #1 

smash “ABC” on stage in front of the entire  

student body to cheers and applause.    
 

   Great show Stokes!  

You made learning  

history as easy as 1-2-3.  

 

 Watch our video on 

A B C.   It's easy as 1 2 3.   As simple as Do Re Mi.  



 

Chinese New Year Celebration at MECC  

 

 Watch our video on 

YEAR OF THE DOG 
 

   Kindergarten students at J. Ralph McIlavine  

Early Childhood Center celebrated the Chinese 

New Year on February 16th. 
 

   Language immersion kindergarten students, who 

study Chinese for half of the school day, led the 

event which featured a dragon dance, ribbon  

dances, songs and lots of Little Riders wearing 

cute paper dog ears.   
 

  It’s the Year of the Dog in China.  The Dog is the 

eleventh of all Chinese zodiac animals. According 

to one myth, the Jade Emperor said the order of 

the animals would be decided by the order in 

which they arrived to his party.  Monkey, Rooster 

and Dog were in another country, helping a god 

defeat evil spirits.  Because they arrived at the 

same time, the Jade Emperor went by the order 

they met the god in the other country.  Thus, Dog 

became eleventh.  Great job, McIlvaine and Happy 

New Year!  
 

McIlvaine ECC language immersion students performed a  

dragon dance during the Chinese New Year Celebration in February. 

 

Chinese New Year Celebration at Frear 
FREAR NEW YEAR 

  

   Allen Frear Elementary School, one of CR’s 

Immersion Schools, held a Chinese New Year 

Celebration all day February 15th. The Chinese 

Immersion students assisted teachers as they ran 

three fun stations.  
 

   Frear students, who don't study Chinese, were 

treated to a game of Jianzi - a traditional Chinese 

sport in which players aim to keep a heavily 

weighted colorful shuttlecock in the air by using 

their bodies, not their hands. 
 

   Students enjoyed creating Chinese art and the 

highlight was a quick game of “Kahoot” where  

the students were given ten quick questions about 

Chinese culture to answer on laptops.  



 

 Notice & Wonder at T3 Expo 

     TEACHERS TEACHING TEACHERS  
 

   January 26, 2018 was an in-service day for CRSD 

teachers and they spent their Friday morning inside 

Caesar Rodney High School learning new  

techniques and tech skills during the 3rd annual 

Teachers Teaching Teachers (T3) Expo.  
 

   Inside the T3 Tech Expo, over 130 presenters 

could be found teaching their colleagues in breakout 

sessions.  
 

   Notice & Wonder founder and National Council  

of Teachers of Mathematics math educator Annie  

Fetter (@MFAnnie) was the keynote speaker. 
 

 “Notice and Wonder helps to emphasize the importance of questioning and then 

making sense of the world around you. We want our students to learn by 

making real world connections that are linked to their own curiosities.” 

said CRSD Director of Instruction Dr. Christine Alois.   

 

 Watch our video on 



 

   In Summer 2017, CRSD administrators participated in         
professional development focused on Principles to  
Actions.  During one of the sessions, they were shown a 

video by Ms. Fetter.  In this video, she discusses a lesson 
where students are asked to share what they and 

about a real world problem.  CR administrators 

quickly saw the value of regularly having students   
generate questions to answer, rather than just giving  
them questions.  
 

   “We believe that when students become active doers  

rather than passive consumers of mathematics the  

greatest gains of their mathematical thinking can be  

realized.  The process of sense-making truly begins when 

we create questioning, curious classrooms full of students' 

own thoughts and ideas.  By asking, ‘What do you notice? 

What do you wonder?’ we give students opportunities to see problems in big-picture ways, 

and discover multiple strategies for tackling a problem.  Self-confidence, reflective skills, 

and engagement soar, and students discover that the goal is not to be ‘over and done’, but 

to realize the many different ways to approach problems.” Ms. Fetter said. 

   The idea of becoming active doers rather than passive consumers applies to all areas of 

the field of education.  Problem solving opportunities are all around us in our academics, 

arts, and athletic endeavors.   This school year’s focus on ‘Notice and Wonder’ is evident 

across all twelve CR schools and was further supported by our keynote at the T3 Expo - 

Annie Fetter.   Thanks, Annie!   And thanks to all 130 presenters!  

 

“Have you even wondered what students would notice if  
we talk less and listen more?”  -  Annie Fetter 

T3 keynote speaker Annie Fetter, 

founder of Notice & Wonder  

speaks at CRHS during T3. 



 

   

    

2017-18 CRHS Varsity  Schedule  
 

12/13  POLYTECH  W 51-24 

12/20  MILFORD  W 57-16 

1/3  MIDDLETOWN W 67-9 

1/10  SUSSEX CENTRAL W 36-30 

1/17  SUSSEX TECH W 38-33 

1/20  SALESIANUM L 21-34 

1/24  APPOQUINIMINK W 52-21 

1/24  CHRISTIANA W 69-12 

1/26  WILLIAM PENN W 62-7 

1/31  DOVER  W 39-26 

2/3  SMYRNA  L 25-33 

2/7  CAPE HENLOPEN W 45-15 
 

2/10  DIAA Dual Team Championship 

1st Round ST. GEORGES W 46-21  

Semifinals SALESIANUM W 29-15 

Finals   SMYRNA   W 30-29 
 

2/16  Henlopen Conference  

                             Individual  Championship 
 

  Cam Hayes (126 pound champion)  

  Jackson Dean (138 pound champion)  

  Kevin Hudson (Heavyweight champion) 

  Dan Rigby (Coach of the Year) 
 

2/23-2/24 DIAA Individual Championship 
  Cam Hayes (126 pound champion)  

Head Coach 

Dan Rigby 

Assistant Coach 

Chris Harris 

Assistant Coach 

Trey Mitchell 

Assistant Coach 

Steve Bilbrough 

“This win was a complete team effort.  Every athlete wrestled for something greater than themselves.  There isn’t a    
   group of young men more deserving.” 

Dover Post photo 

Delaware State News photo 

The News Journal photo 



“This win was a complete team effort.  Every athlete wrestled for something greater than themselves.  There isn’t a     
group of young men more deserving.” - CRHS wrestling head coach Dan Rigby after winning the state championship  

2017-2018 DIAA STATE CHAMPIONS - CAESAR RODNEY RIDERS  

VARSITY ROSTER 

Mikel Abdullah 

Caleb Adamowicz 

Benedict Anderson 

Kevin Bowne 

Gavin Boyer 

William Bush 

Jackson Dean 

Delaware State News photo Delaware State News photo 

Andrew Enright 

Samuel Ervin 

Jacob Garrett 

Joshua Harvey 

Cameron Hayes 

Paul Hicks 

Brenden Holder 

Kevin Hudson 

Michael Primo 

Noah Salemi 

Samuel Tolson 

Riley Tracy 

Dane Wilson 

Patrick Wisniewski  

#GORIDERS 



 

Dr. F. Niel Postlethwait Tribute 

FOURTH AND SIXTH CRSD SUPERINTENDENT 
 

  It with sadness and much regret that the Caesar Rodney School District announces  

the death of former CR Superintendent Dr. F. Niel Postlethwait at age 93.  He  

passed away on January 31st. 
 

   Dr. Postlethwait was the 4th and 6th Superintendent of the district serving  

1961-1967 and 1971-1989.  He helped the district navigate through an era  

of tremendous growth and expansion including the desegregation of schools  

and construction of new buildings.   As we all know, PMS is named after him.  

He will be missed and forever admired.  On February 9th, all 12 CR schools had 

a special ‘thank you’ message for Dr. Postlethwait on their electronic signs.  
 

   Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family and to the generation of Riders he  

served for 24 years.   Thank you, Dr. Postlethwait. 



 

 

Dr. F. Niel Postlethwait 
 

JUNE 24, 1924 - JANUARY 31, 2018 

   “More than anyone else, Dr. Postlethwait shaped the Caesar Rodney School  

District into what it is today, a district with a proud tradition of providing a  

quality education for each and every child.  The standard of excellence and the 

sense of ‘Rider Pride’ that he instilled in all of us will continue to be his legacy.”  
                                                         

                                                                       - CRSD Superintendent Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald    



 

Dr. Fitz Reads “Hop on Pop” at MECC  

MCILVAINE STUDENTS  
HOP ON POPS 

 

   CRSD Superintendent Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald 

stopped J. Ralph McIlvaine Early Childhood  

Center on February 27th for his annual reading of 

the Dr. Seuss classic “Hop On Pop”.  
 

   Afterwards, approximately 150 kindergarten  

students, dressed in Cat In The Hat hats hopped 

up and down on bubble wrap simultaneously to  

create a rather big bang.  
 

  “Celebrating ‘I Love to Read’ Month at 

McIlvaine is such a big deal because at this time 

of the year so many of our students are reading 

independently!  So, we really can’t think of a  

better activity to wind down our celebrations for 

the month than to celebrate Read Across America 

Day with one of our favorite authors, Dr. Seuss, a 

great book, Hop on Pop, our favorite guest reader, 

Dr. Fitzgerald, and of 

course, a whole lot of  

bubble wrap to ‘hop on 

pop’.” said McIlvaine  

principal Brook Castlillo. 
 

 

 Watch our video on 

CRSD Superintendent Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald reads “Hop on Pop” at MECC. 



“Green Eggs and Ham” at Stokes 

Star Hill Vocabulary Parade 

STAR HILL PARADE  
IS WORD PERFECT 

 

   The staff and students of Star Hill Elementary 

School held their first ever Vocabulary Parade  

March 2nd and it was something to see…and  

read.     
 

   The word-filled parade was held to celebrate  

Read Across America Day & the birthday  

of Dr. Seuss and parents were invited to watch their 

child walk the halls during the event.   
 

   All five grades participated in the parade, held 

 inside due to the wintry weather, and most 

 participants wore creative costumes based on a  

certain vocabulary word.  
 

   “Heroic”, “Transparent”, “Fortification” and 

“Illumination” were just some of the words chosen  

by the students.     
 

   Another great job, Star Hill!  The parade was 

supercalifragilisticexpialidocious, prodigious and 

phantasmagorical.   

 Watch our video on 

Would you like green eggs & ham? 

YOU DO NOT LIKE  
GREEN EGGS AND HAM? 

 

   Students across the Caesar Rodney School District had 

 a special lunchtime option to celebrate Read Across  

America Day on March 2nd – some good old fashioned  

green eggs and ham.     
 

   Inspired by the classic Dr. Seuss children’s book, Green  

Eggs and Ham, the folks at CR Child Nutrition thought this 

would be a special way to honor him on the anniversary of his 

birth. 
 

   Students at Stokes Elementary seemed to love the  

green colored scrambled eggs and the ham slices.   

Some students and staff took the opportunity to  

dress like their favorite Dr. Seuss characters.   
 

   The Stokes students do so like green eggs  

and ham.   Thankful, thankful, Stokes they am.    



 

 

Virtual Reality at CR! 
 FUTURISTIC FIELD TRIP IS A TRIP 

 

   The Venetian explorer Marco Polo became one of the first Europeans to 

travel the Silk Road to China, an ancient network of trade routes that  

connected the East and West.  He left Venice, Italy in 1271.  His journey 

took three years!   
 

   Postlethwait students made the same trip on January 24th in about three 

minutes thanks to virtual reality.  Students in Sherri Bole's geography class 

made the historic journey and never left the classroom.    
 

   Virtual reality is the computer-generated simulation of a three-dimensional 

environment that can be interacted with in a seemingly real or physical way 

by a person using special electronic equipment, such as a helmet with a 

screen inside, gloves fitted with sensors or with View-Master Deluxe VR 

viewers like what CR students use.  
 

   The students simply slide a smartphone into the viewer to experience  

immersive augmented reality content from Google.  Using the View-Master 

Deluxe VR viewers, the students were transported to the ancient world of 

Kublai Khan.   All CR schools have been using virtual reality this year.    

The students enjoy the hi-tech graphics and the 360 degree world the  

futuristic lessons put them in.   Yes, we are in the 21st Century!  
 

   “The VR devices allow students to go on virtual field trips all over the 

world!  The sky is literally the limit as students can experience the  

International Space Station, dive deep underwater to see marine life or  

visit the Egyptian pyramids.” said CRSD Supervisor of Instruction Tara 

Faircloth. 
 

   

 This is the first year that Caesar Rodney students have used virtual reality in the classroom...and it’s a big hit!  Using the 

VR viewers, students can journey anywhere in the past, present and future without leaving the comfort of the classroom. 



 

Spread the Word To End The Word! 

Delaware State Police Master Corporal Rickey Hargis and his son  

Rickey Jr., a Charlton School student at Welch, carry the Delaware  

Special Olympics torch through the Welch Elementary gymnasium. 

RESPECT AND INCLUSION  
 

   Major George S. Welch Elementary School held a very special assembly 

on March 5th.   The entire student body gathered in the school’s gymnasium 

for their Respect Week kickoff.  The kickoff is part of the worldwide 

“Spread The Word To End The Word” campaign. 
 

   Every year March 7th is used as a day of awareness for the cause and  

people pledge their support to eliminate the demeaning use of the  

“r-word”.  The “Spread The Word To End The Word” campaign asks 

people to pledge to stop saying the “r-word” as a starting point toward 

creating more accepting attitudes and communities for all people.   
 

   During the Welch kickoff, the students and staff, wearing t-shirts saying 

“Choose To Include” and “Respect: Pass It On”, watched a video where 

Welch students gave their personal definitions of the words “respect” and 

“inclusion”.   Several Charlton students attend Welch and the school has 

made an outstanding effort to include the Charlton students in everyday  

activities.   
 

   “Welch Elementary is very proud of the relationship that we have with  

our Charlton classrooms and was very excited to kickoff Respect Week  

today.  We love to see the relationships that develop with students and staff from both schools.  This inclusion 

relationship is great for both schools and benefits everyone.” said principal Jason Payne after the assembly.  
 

   Delaware State Police Master Corporal Rickey Hargis carried the official Delaware Special Olympics torch into 

the assembly with his son Rickey Jr., a Charlton student at Welch, to conclude the event.  For more info, visit 

www.r-word.org.  



 

 

IT’S A SMALL WORLD 
 AFTER ALL 

 
 

   CRHS band director DuWane Sandlin led his     

musicians on a sunny trip to Disneyworld near  

Orlando, Florida where the Rider marching band 

performed inside the famous American theme park 

on February 15th during the daily parade.   
 

   Wearing Mickey Mouse ears and playing to  

perfection, the Riders proudly represented The First 

State.  Great job, CRHS Band!   

Emory Makes US Army All-American Band       
“BEST SECTION MEMBER” 

 

   Caesar Rodney High School marching band senior drum    

major Abrielle Emory performed with the U.S. Army              

All-American Marching Band during halftime of the 2018 U.S. 

Army All-American Bowl on January 6th. 
 

   The U.S. Army All-American Bowl is the nation’s premier 

high school All-American game featuring the best 100 players 

in an annual East vs. West match up every January in San     

Antonio’s Alamodome.   Only the best of the best get to be a 

part of the U.S. Army All-American Marching Band and the 

application process is tough to say the least.  
 

   After the game, Abrielle was named “Best Section Member”  

(there were eight piccolo members of which she was one).     

The award is given to the band members that best exemplify   

the values of integrity, leadership, scholarship and esprit de 

corps. 
 

   Through years and years of hard work and practice on the  

piccolo, Abrielle has become the 4th Rider in history to be a  

part of this national honor.  Others were Matt Rothenberg -  

clarinet;  John Vitale - trumpet and Elena Ramos - clarinet.   
 

Emory receives her US Army All-American windbreaker. 

The CRHS Marching Band performs at Disneyworld in February. 

CRHS Marching Band Performs at Disney 



 

 CRHS, FMS, PMS All-State Band/Orchestra 

CRHS Delaware All-State Senior Band: 
Front row, left to right, Elizabeth Smith, Abrielle Emory,  

Leah Whalen, Eryne Jenkins and Justin Anthony.  

Back row, left to right, Aidan O'Connor, Konner Metz, Tyler Sell,  

Logan Pearson and Wesley Melvin 

CRHS Delaware All-State Junior Band: 
Left to right,  Zoe Edelman, Priya Gupta, Gizelle Villanueva, 

Jacob Krance and Ashley Tedesco 

CRHS 2018 Kent County Senior Honors Band: 

Front row, left to right, Elizabeth Smith, Priya Gupta, Silvana Nasim, Abrielle Emory, 

Justin Anthony, Sydne Jenkins, Ella Wisniewski and Amanda Wilgus. Middle row,  

left to right, Zoe Edelman, Jasmine Bryant, Alexia Belisle, Zach Bryant, Tyler Sell,  

Leah Whalen, Eryne Jenkins, Madison Schmal, Ashley Tedesco and Jalen Rogers.   

Back row, left to right, Adam Hanna, Konner Metz, Aidan O'Connor, Sam Collins, 

KJ Olsen, Logan Pearson, Jacob Krance, Morgan Stratton and Veronika Whiting. 
FMS Delaware All-State Band:   

Caleb Anthony  

PMS Delaware All-State Band:   

Tate Wisniewski, left, and Madison Crossley  
 

PMS Delaware All-State Orchestra:   

Darin Jawahar, center   

CRHS Delaware All-State Orchestra: 

Leah Whalen, left, and Abrielle Emory             

CRHS Delaware All-State Jazz Ensemble: 
(left to right) Sam Collins, Logan Pearson,  

Wesley Melvin and Justin Anthony  

“The rigorous audition process involves months of preparation on a variety of scales, as well as a 

standard repertoire solo. Each student will perform in the 2018 Delaware All State Concert Series 

with the best student musicians in the state.”  - CRHS band director DuWane Sandlin 



 

 

 

 

Coach Candy is Coach of the Year  

THE CANDYMAN CAN! 
 

   Caesar Rodney High School varsity football head coach Dan Candeloro, 

left, was named 2017 Division 1 Delaware Interscholastic Football Coaches  

Association Coach of the Year for the 2017-2018 season during the January 

29th banquet at Dover Downs Hotel and Casino.    
 

  In his first two seasons as head coach, the Riders had three victories.   

However, in a remarkable turnaround, Candeloro led the Riders to the first 

round of the DIAA state tournament in his third season with a record of 7-3.      
 

   “I was so humbled to be recognized as the 2017 Coach of the Year. I want 

to thank our athletes, coaches, families, administration and our community 

for all or their support. I am so proud of these players who stuck it out and 

trusted the process.” said Coach Candeloro after the banquet. 

    
   Well said Coach.  We can’t wait until next season.  Congratulations, sir.   

 

CRHS’ Bailey-Perkins Wins  
State Indoor Long Jump Again 

SHE WON AGAIN.  IT’S DESTINY! 
 

   CRHS junior Destiny Bailey-Perkins, left, placed first in the Long Jump and 

200m run in this year’s DIAA Indoor Track Meet.  And yes, she beat her jump 

last year.   Some say...it was destiny.     
 

  During the state meet she jumped 17' 8.5".  She set the state record earlier in 

the season on January 20th by jumping 18' 10.75".    Last year she won the 

long jump title also with a distance of 18' 3.25".   Destiny is also an outdoor 

state champion with a jump of 19' 1".    Congratulations Destiny!    You’re one 

of the best athletes in the state!   

CR Boys Win Henlopen Swim Title 
VanOrman Henlopen Coach of the Year 

RIDER BOYS MAKING HENLOPEN WAVES 
 

   The Caesar Rodney High School boys swim team won the Henlopen  

Conference Meet in February and head coach Maureen VanOrman, left, was 

named Coach of the Year.  Xander Harfeld was named Outstanding Swimmer 

of the Meet. 
 

   The boys also broke two Henlopen Conference records (200 Free Relay and 

400 Free Relay).   
 

   Xander Harfeld and Tommy Pomatto finished first and third respectfully in 

the 50 meter Freestyle.  Ethan Herring finished second in the 100 meter Fly 

and first in the 100 meter Back.   Nick Hartmann finished first in the 100  

meter Freestyle.   
 

   During the DIAA State Championship Meet, the Rider boys finished fourth 

in the state overall and they finished second in both the 200 meter and 400 

meter Freestyle Relays. Nick Hartmann and Xander Harfeld named Second 

Team All State.  Outstanding job, Coach VanOrman!   Go Riders!  
  

  

Destiny Bailey-Perkins 

Football coach Dan Candeloro 

Swimming coach Maureen VanOrman 



 

CRHS Senior College Signings 

Demetrius Stevenson - Rutgers U. 
MEN’S LACROSSE 

Karly Timmons -  Chowan U. 
WOMEN’S LACROSSE 

Nolan Brockmeyer - Catholic U. 
MEN’S LACROSSE 

Noah Longest - McDaniel College 
MEN’S LACROSSE 

Josh Cosden - Widener U. 
MEN’S LACROSSE 

Jazmine Hall - Salisbury U. 
WOMEN’S LACROSSE 

Sara Cessna - U. Pitt-Johnstown 
WOMEN’S LACROSSE 

Steven Ferrandino - U.S. Coast Guard  
MEN’S SOCCER 

Kimmy Glasser - Long Island U. 
WOMEN’S SOCCER 

Julian Trammell - West Chester U. 
FOOTBALL 

Bailey DeAtley - Wesley College 
FOOTBALL 

Josh Windsor - Wesley College 
FOOTBALL 

  

CRHS JV& Freshman Bball Both Undefeated 

9-0 13-0 

2017-18 JV Boys Basketball Team 

PERFECTION 
 

   The Caesar Rodney High School JV  

and Freshman Boys Basketball Teams  

both finished with perfect records for  

The 2017-2018 season.  
 

   Head coach Rayshaun Ward led the JV 

squad to a 9-0 record. The last time the JV 

team lost was Dec. 2, 2016.  “Daily we  

strive for greatness and pursue to go 1-0 

everyday!” remarked Coach Ward.  
 

   Head coach Mark Hill led the freshman  

team to 13-0 record.  The last time the  

freshman team lost was Jan. 29, 2016.   

Congrats to both Coaches Ward & Hill.  

2017-18 Freshmen Boys Basketball Team 




